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THE NEWS THIS MOENING,

Fonrtas.—The Russians were gtll bombaeding
the Plevna defences on Tuesday morning, The
Motitencgrins have defented o Turkish detachment.
=—— The 5t. Leger stakes ave been won by Bilvio,
——— About 100 lives wure lost by the sinking of
the ships Fostor and Avalanche, which came
inte collisiom in the English Channel.

Dostestio,—ov. Connor's plurality in Mane w ill
exeved 11,000, =—= The IProhibitionists of Muossa-
chusetls held conventions nnd npominated State
tickets, - - Charles  Fronels Adams  récom-
mends fhe mnomination of ex-Gov. Gaston
by the Mussaclinsetta Democrats, =
report ou the New-York Custom House hus bween
sent to Secvetnry Sherman, Mr. Roandall is
confident of election as Speaker, = The roll
of the House of Representatives will show a
Demoeratic majonty of eloven, ==—— A new cattle-
plague bas appeared st Cleveland, == The Presi-
dent will attend the nuveiling of the Soldier's Monu-
ment at Dayton,

Ciry asD SuntapaN.—Tweed told yesterday why
be bought one-half of O'Brien’s elaim azainst the
eity. = The Domnion Telegraph Company gave
notive 6f suils to prevont the consmmmation of the
pooling seheme, == The Bankers” Convention dis-
cussed the resumption of speete payments, -
Preparations were completed for the International
Riils Coutest at Creedmoor, == Dr. Meyer aud his
wife, aconsed of malpractive, were allowed to give
bail, =—— Gald, 108%, 104%;, 103%. Gold valone of
the legal-tender dollar at the close, 9670 cents,
Stocks active und higher for all but the coul shures,
closing etrong. :

Tug Wearner—Tuinuse local obeervations in-
dieate partly clondy weather with little change of
temperaiure.  Thermometer yesterday, 729, 707,
70°,

The St. Leger stakes go where the Derby
stakes went, Silvio has repeated the double
victory of Gladiateur,

Tar Trmose has speeinl telegraphie com-
munication with Creedmoor, and will reevive
dispatehes every few minntes during the rifle
contest to-day and on Friday. There will be
dispiaved az bulletins, on large dingrame of
the targels, each shot ns soon 03 it is fired,
thus showing, by diagramz as well as figores,
the progress of the contest.
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The first day’s session of the Bankers' Con-
vention bronght a good attendance, The one
theme was resumption, and before the session
closed a plan was presented by Mr. . Geo. S,
Coe, which had been agreed upon st a meeting
of fifty bank presidents, The details of the
plan are given elsewhere, It is to be hoped that
the convention will, in parsnance of Mr. Coc's
additional suggestion, give such an expression
in favor of resumption as will convinee ihe
Secretury of the Treasury that the banks are

in earncst.
.

The vote in Maine more than justificd Mr.
Bluine's predietion. Gov. Connor's majority
will probably exceed 11,500, The only other
significant fact in the returns is the strenzth
of the Greenback ticket, which received 5,000
votes. This exceeds all the prophecies. Last
year its vote was ope-tenth of that nnmber,
There is food in this for an instructive con-
troversy. Let the harmonions Democratie press
proceed o settle just what proportion of this

vole wus cast iu revolt against Mr. Williams.
P

A new eattle plague is making ravages in
Cleveland and the vicinity. The disease is
gaid to have started in Texas. There is the
psoal alarm a8 to the poisonous infection being
propagated to  humun  beings by eating
dizeased beef or drinking the milk’; but until
pome cases of the kind are verified, it is as
well to doubt these rumors. If the new
plague should prove as rapid in spead as the
rinderpest, we may soon expect to hear of it
as havivg erossed the Atlantie. As a curious
instance of the distances to which such dis-
eases iravel, it may be mentioned that the
rinderpest has penetrated to northern Siberia,
and destroyed large numbers of reindeer.

e

In Massachusetts the Prolibition party is a
party of consideruble strength, if not of much
discretion, nud ean muster neatly s thousand
dclegates at its State Couvention. ss it did

= The fonrth |

yesterday, in striking contrast to the poor two
dozen delegates who met at Harrisburg. It
may be, however, that the action of the Mas-
gachusctts Convention in smothering a resolu-
tion commending President Hayes for keeping
his promiscs, was of no special signilicance,
The party evidently prides itself upon present-
ing “a State issue” to the voters of Massa-
chusetts, and will not go out of its way to ap-
prove the conduct of & man who has set the
singular precedent of fulfilling, as President,
the pledges which he made ns o candidate.

] i

Ex-Gov., Chamberlain has decidedly the ad-
vantage of ex-Treasurer Pmker in any per-
sonal controversy about South Cavoling affiirs,
Mr. Parker has been indieted, and Mr, Cham-
berlain has not, though the number of indiet-
ments is large, and they inelude many of the
heads of the Republican party in South Caro-
liva. It is not likely that he wonld have heen
omitted if he eonld have been well included,
As Mr. Chamberlin shows in his straight-
forward answer, printed elsewhere, Parker
lias an old grudgze against him, for Parker's
tronliles with the courts began while Mr.
Chamberlain was &till Governor, The grudge
hag been well fod, for the ex-Treasurer has
gought to diseredit him in his own party, and
to epable his epponents to crush him in the
courts, He failed to do either, and is now
taking his revenge in swearing at him in the
NEWSPIPErs,

It is well that a protest has been spoken
from the beneh agninst the disgracelully arbi-
trary and wholly illegal arvest and detention
of Dr. Mever and lis wife. The fact that
they are charged with a revolting erime is no
excise for a wanton digregard of the safe-
guards which the law throws about the liberty
of the citizen. These persons were arrested
without warrant and held for three days by
the magstrate withont complaint, Just such
an experience might befall the richest or the
mast respectable eitizen of New-York to-mor-
vow, if the officer could be found to arvest, and
the magistrate 19 commit. Where now
persons  have snffered  imprisonment who
probably deserve it—though that no ofticer or
magistrate has any business to assume in the
absence of proof—then perzons might be sub-

jeeted to the emelty and outraze of irrezular

imprisonment, whose suffering might bhe a
ghock to the whole community, Judge West-
brook spoke the general sense yesterday in his
condemnation of this whole aftair. Arbitravy
arrests are becoming alarmingly common. De-
tectives bave heen turning hotels into prisons,
and now a prison has beeome a plice in
whieh the erdinary procesdings of the lnw nre
coolly distegarded. It will not do for the
Juyne style of srrest to become too [nshion-

nble,
C—

My, Tweed dealt yestorday with aneient ring
history, which is fawihar to all mewspaper
renders, There is a good deal, however, in
his way of telling it that makes even m alid
stary interesting. The eoolness with which he
declares that “up to 1870 and 18717 the hills

all had * a basis,” leaving the imagination ex- |

hansted with the effort to conjecture what
manmer of ingenions fabrications the alls were
after that time; his pleasant confidence tha
no money conld bave been paid for an appoint-
ment at the hands of the Board of Sapervis-
ors withont his knowing 1t ; his eandid admis-
sion that he was * fooled” when be thought he
wis huving M. Tilden oft, and lis historieal allu-
sion to the Committee of Seventy—these are re-
cognized as being in the “old wan's" best vein,
and are greeted with servile laughter in the
City Hall. Beyond thix, there seems to be little
to notice, exeept that Mr. Tweed, as was to
be espected, bags several more avti-Tam-
many reputations. It is curious to hear this
veteran briber, striker and thief confess how
two minor politicians bled kim of a large snm
of money, for which they rendered no eqniva-
lent; for the transaction in which Tweed and
ex-Senator O'Brien were prineipals, and Sen-
ator Bixby was agent, scems to have dif-
fered in no respect from an ordivary “strike,”
which the shabbiest lobbyist at Albany eould
have managed, and which Tweed, of all men,
might have been expected  to resist,  O'Brien
guarauteed that Mr, Tilden aud My, Barrett,
the latter then eounsel of the Committee of
Seventy and now Judge, wonld “let up " on
Tweed, if Tweed would pay O Brien $150,000,
Tweed paid it, and Messrs, Tilden and Barrett
somehow negcted to “let up”  And Tweed
admits that he was fooled, It seems strange,
indeed, that it was so casily done, and by the
How. James O Brien, at that!

A SPECIMEN CUSTOM HOUSE,

The Custom House at Philadelphia appears,
from the report of the Investigating Commis-
sion, to be o pretty good ser. of an establish-
ment, n8 enstom bouses go. Within the past
year and a half, at all events, the serviee lins
been greatly improved, The practice of re-
eeiving gratuities has been abolished. There
are no evidenees of brikery. ‘the merchants
are satisfied. The foree, as a genvral thing, is
a fair one; the public bnsiness is transacted
with a reasonable regard to bisiness prinei-
ples; and “the tendency and tone of the ser-
“ yice at present are Lealthfol and in the right
“ direction.” This is a granfying verdiet, and
if the commission had gons no further we
wight have rested happy in the belief that
there was at least one custom honse which
conld defy the tongue of slander and the per-
quisitions of investigators, Bat, unfortunately
the approval is qualified. There are zome VITY
large blemishes, which the eommittee think
ought to be removed, and we must confess
thut we agree with them,

If there are neither gratuitios nor bribes, there
is, or at lenst there has been, a,system of per-
quisites wlmost a8 bad.  Samplers have been
permitted a pretty free range among the casks
of wines and spirits, and the hogshends ot su-
gor and molisses 3 and besides Leeping open
o refresliment room in the Costom Honse build-
ing, where employés and their [mends, Wash-
ington office-holiders and Pennsylvania politi-
cigms, loxeriated in free  drinks, and grew
moist about the eyes and rosy at the peak, at

the cost of vessel owners and jmporters,
they bave driven a lrisk little outside
trade by the sale of “somples™  in

pockages and bottles.  Quantities of lonors
and otler goods have been presented to the
revenue officers by the persons with whom they
trausact oftiein] busivess, and have been Linded
without payment of duty. The ecommittee
mildly remonstrate with the Appraiser for
pleadiog ignorance of these abuses.  If he
had no suspicion of what was going on, he can
hardly be & very valuable officer, for even the
Survevor, Deputy Surveyors, and Naval Officer
shared in the plunder, It would be interesting
to know how or where the commission draws
the line between gratuities and corruption on
the one band, and samples and irregularity on
the other.

A great deal no doubt is explained by the
system of appointment. Nearly all the places
soem to bave been filled Ly Congressmen or
other prominent politicians, and these gentle-

men have genemlly elaimed the patronage of
the estublishment a8 o right, To sueh an ex-
tent has this wsurpation been ecarvied that
regular aeeounts are keptat the Custom House
with fmpertant personages in the party, and
they are formaliy debited with the appoini-
wents made upon their onder, 1t would  be
interesting to know what sort of entiies appear
on the other side of the ledger. Huch
being the method of appointment, it is
pot surprising that the roll of employés dis-
closes some very queer things,  The title and
salory of Naval Officer Lave belonged for the
pust six years to a pewspaper editor at Lan-
easter.  The Surveyor owns a paper at To-
wanda,  The Loenl Appraiser is a journnlist
at West Chester. A Genernl Appraiser is in
the elothing business, having shops in Phila-
delphia and New-=York. One of the exam-
inegs is an apotheeary at Downingtown. The
captain of the night-wateh is a Philadelphia
buteher, aud one of the day inspectors keeps
a hotel.  To this we may add that the Col-
leetor is a non-resident (which is contrary to
law), and the commission wakes the follow-
ing gentle remarks :

By law the Colleetor, Naval Oficer, Survesor, Ap-
prafser and Asststant Apprafaces are roquired to reside
at the portof Philadetplils, and thongh in some of the
eanes gbove mentioned the non residont oMeers appear '3
have been able to pive proper attention to their ordinary
dutles, we gre admonighied by recont events of the vl
bility of some sudden omergouny or uncxpected goril,
by fire or uthorwise, altecting the luterests atid property
of the Government, when the alsence from the eity of
nearly all the ehlef rovenne officers might e embarrasi-
fug and oven disastrons. It caunot have escaped atten-
tion that the four olief officers of the port were, without
exception, non-residonts when aprolnted. Without eiv-
tng too much weleht to the couslderations of looality, or
Intending poy refleetion on the eharacter or eapacity of
these geutlemen, we think that in general it ia advisablo
1o bave some represontation of the locality In offlees of
such hinportunce to i3 residents,

As a matter of conrse, while so manv of the
important officers of the Custom Honse are
engaged in private business, and live at a dis-
tance from the posts to which they were ap-
pointed as a reward for party services, there
are many complaints that the work of the
Governmient is neglected, while the forece at
the same time is largely in excess of the
aetnal requirements of the sorvice,

These diselosures will prolalily not be thought
especially seandalons, and, in fact, the condi-
tion of the Philadelphin Custom House is con-
sidered, as we said before, rather better then
that of similar establishments elsewhere, Dut
this circummstanee makes the report all the
more sngeestive.  TF this is a fuir speeimen of
the manper in which the revenue is collected
where the officers are eenerally decent men,
and the Collector has been for a year amd a
half “improving™ his foree, what must be the
system which leaves, after all, go much gronml
for compluint, and what wust be the condi-
tion of affzirs in the establishments where
veforin has npot yet begun®  In the fuce
of such [acts it really scems absurd to com-
pliin of tha climination of the Custom House
from politics. Whatever may be thouglt of
the application of the President’s order in il
sweeping extsnt, aud  the unfortunate want of
diserimination in devising, and of judgment
in enforeing it, there can be no guestion that
when Mr. Haoves get about abobisinng the sort
of Cunstom House Republicani=m which pre-
vails in many of our large scaport eities, Le
nnderteok a work which deserves the applanae
of a1l good wmen, and will ullimately earn the
gratitade of the Republican party.

Bl SIGNS TAKEN DUICN,

About a month ago we ealled the atlention
of our readers to a proclamation from the
State Tnsuranee Department, enforcing the new
law requiring comparies to state their assels
rathfully. 1t is well known that eortain con-
cerns indulged m fabnlons legends of display,
representing willions of dollars a8 ** enpital,”
* assets,” and the like, which have had a very
seduetive and soothing influence upon people
who wanted @ safe insuranee on their property.
It is not in human nature to scorn the splen-
dor of a sign over a deorway which tells
of #12,000,0080 as “capital,” or to with-
hold  adwiration  from  an  advertisement
that begins with an assertion, in type of ap-
printe size, that the * assets™ are $10,-
071 16, Doubtless it has been a great
comfort to the holders of fire insurance poli-
cies in eortain companies, to contemplate simi-
lar stutements of the wealth in 1eserve some-
whiere, into which they may dip their ladle the
lu-h'{ morminge alter their property barns down,
There seemed to be something substantial in
theso big figures, especially as they were re-
peated on the marging of policies, at the tops
of statements and letter-heads, on the backs
of envelopes and sheots of  Dblotting-paper.
These snm= far ont-topped those which our old-
est and most respectable fire insumnee compa-
nies put forward as their nssets or eapitul.
The difference was very remarkable, the cor-
responding sets of figures of our most trusty
underwriters being seareely a tenth of the
amounts displayed by some of those whose
Lhome offiecs are not in this State,

But the law passed last Moy, which Super-
intendent Smyth says he means to enforee,
has changed all this, Neither in advertise-
ments, signs, eivenlars, policies, ecertificates,
nor otherwise, is a company doing business iu
this State st liberty to make such misleading
statements.  Whatever a corporation of under-
writers represents as its funds or assets, must
be actually owned by it and available for the
protection of holders of policies of firs insur-
ance; and whatever it declares as its eapi-
tal, must be what has been actually paid, not
what may have been promised, These do not
appear to be very severe requirements on the
part of the faw. They only provide that a
fire insnranee company «hall be honest in its
general exhibits and publie statements. The
eifeet hak, however, been quite marvellons in
the sndden disappearance of sign-hoards with
millions an them, and of stationery frniged
with similarly attractive amounts, Where new
sots of figares were substituted, the contrast
was Treguently remarkable.  Instead of, for
instance, “eapital, $12,500,000.” there appeirs
“paid up eapital, $1,250,000." . Of conrse
there is no partienlar baste about displaying
these shvinkages; in general, there 18 8 mere
withdrawal of the earlier display. Dut if the
correct figures were substituled in every case,
she coutrnst would be yet more nstonishing,
As a s;n-l'inn'u out of nearly a dozen, the [ol-
lowiog might be given: * Assets™ ns orig-
inally advertised, $28,425,160 ; nssets availa-
ble for flie risks, $7,025,717; assets to meet
five risks in the United Rtates, $3,652,003.
Somewhat similag sets of figures would e
found to apply to at least o dozen companies,
none of which have their howe oflices here,
Our native concerns have been generally trust-
worthy on this peint, and thongh donbtiess
sorcly tempted, bave not gore into a compe-
tition in such mislending displays.

The big signs were not falsehoods out of
whele cloth, Their performance is as if a
housc-owner were to reply to the question
“How mueh are you worth?' “I own a
“ building worth $50,000." The reply is not an

L
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answer to the question, Leeanse the property
may be mortgoged heavily, and its owner may
be otherwise in debt. The companies that have
been most prominent in the misleading exlab-
its, do buviness in life insurance and anvuitics
as well as in fire risks, 2 The life insurnnee
and aunaity part of each concern virtually
holds a wortgage upon the whole of the funds
yecvived in that branch of the business. An
Act of Parliament declares that this branch
shall be kegt separate from other transactions,
and its fund shall not be applied to or linhle
for contracts other than those of life assur-
ance. A supplementary act declares that his
restriction applies to all British  insnrance
companies. Tho fund thus set apart tor life
risks, and which cannot be touched for fire
losses, is in many instances more than hali
iho total assets. The exact relation of these
two branches of business in the case of indi-
vidual eompantes is not thorouzhly aseertain-
able, as there is no gystem of Government si-
perintendence in England such ns we have in
several of our States, aud nobody kuows out-
side of the compunies low their life risks are
estimated—for instance, as to the rate of in-
terest which their invested funds must earn
to meet the life liabihities they have assumed.
The nominal “ecapital”? is a mere matter of
subseription; the small portion of it that is
paid being all that is worthy of consgideration.

The whole subject is too extensive for treat-
ment in this column,  But enough has been said
to serve for n renewal of the advice we have
frequently offored to our veaders : in purchas-
ing insuranee, let the buyer beware. The
mere statement that a company hins a certain
amount of * capital,” * assets,” or “surplus,”
shonld be taken only as the praises which an
auctionerr lavishes upon his goods; possibly
true, and in the case of companies that under-
0 our State examinations, likely to be correct;
but not all that a eereful purehaser needs to
know, It is of far more mmportanee {0 aseer-
tain where and how these funds that are to
pay losses are invested; how much of them is
applieable to the risk in hand; whether they
can be removed out of the resch ol ereditors—
whother the eompany i3 doing business
prudently or earelessly ; and especinlly whether
it is taking large risks, massed together in
Toealitios like our *dry-goods distriet,” so that
one night's fire may be its ruin.  Our leading
companies have learned eantion on this last point
since the Chicago and Boston fires, and they
take only small and separated risks in danger-
ons localities, 1t should not need arenment
to prove that eompanies which continue (o
take heavy risks massed together, cannot be
g0 safe.  The exense has been that the con-
corns which took these great risks had large
s papital M or “assets™ to fall Laek upon.  But
under our new law there his been a shrinkags
of these items, so that our more caulions com-
panics mike a display of fizures at least 6
gooid as the others, while simply telling trath,

THE FROZEN SMILE,

There's something very startling in the
aspect of o man who in the midst of » great
and hearty langh over what he thinks is an
excellent joke discovers suddenly that it is no
joke at all, The lingh stops shork and freezes
into an expression that may be imagined but
conmot be deseribed, It is doubtful if this
frozen smile, under such eirommstanees, 8 more
tudicrons or frizhtful,  Not togoiutothe sub- |
jeet at length ordwell upon theinfinite variety of |
stilesand sudden variations of expression which
congelation may effcet in them, take the sin-
glo instance of the politician, who, at the very
heicht of his merriment over o suceessful
game against the people, with a platform or a
candidate, finds suddenly that the people, after
all, have won the game, and he has deceived
o one bot himself, Faney that smile frozen
and toat langh choked with a hellow gurgle
his thront. Nay, faney a battalion of

in

them drawn up, and  the freeze  eatelung
them in geetions, or rupning  slowly  bmt
surely  down  the line.  Or  an  army

of them transfized by regiments and brigades
and divisions, until the whole foree had fairly
stilfened into (e voiceless and  motionless
form of inextingmshable mirth, There are the
hands on  the hips, the half-bent bodies, the
heads thrown back, the lifted eye-lrows, the
mouth wide open with the “ha, ha, ha' ex-
pression, and all the conntenance wrinkled up
with fun, but no sound nor movement in it
all; the whole thing struck dead and frozen
stift with wonder and surprise,

It is not altogether faney. The frozen smile
is the enrrent spectacle. It pervades the
comntry. There is no enstom  house, however
witehed and  tended, but one dead smile is
there, No wvillage post office is now without
it; they have it evervwhere,  The smiles that
have so abruply frozen, like the Revolutionary
soldiers addressed by the late Mr. Webster,
“ have come down to us from a former gene-
“ration.  The gentlemen who own them
were in the habit, for wany years, of amusing
the people and entertaining  each  other
with  politieal  platforms  that  absolutely
overflowed  with  promises of an immedi-
ate  scttlement  of the Sonthern question,
and the reform of the Civil Serviee. They
nominated  candidates, too, who reiterated
the promises, and added more to them in
their letters of acceptance. And when they
had done this, the carpet-baggers at the South,
who knew the settlement of the Scuthern
question would end their political earvers
and the office-holders, who drew large salaries
for no work, and kpew that Civil Service Re-
form wonld send them *kiting,” doubled
themselves up with langhter at the way people
swallowed it all,  But they langhed longest
atid  loudest  when  the  confiding  voters
ventured  to  inguire, after  the  election,
how soon the settlement and the  reform
would begin,  So the smile became, in a
measure, chrovie, and the men in oflice eame
to be much more earcless than the Roman
Angars; they openly winked and sniled, and
thrnst their tongues w their cheeks when they
met. Last year they assembled at Cincinnati,
passed resolutions and nominated a candidute
for President in the old way, and—smiled,
The candulate wrote a lettor of aceeptance ap-
proving the platform and promising to carry
ot the reforms it suggested. They read it
and—=miled. It was the old story.

Lo alter the election and inauguration, there
atill was the smile radiunt in all fat places,
and unetnous in two or three Scuthern States,
Bat the smile of the earpet-bagger shortly be-
zan to turn to a sickly yellow about the lips,
anil settle into hard lines; gd one day  the
President did what he hoad said he woulid—
settled the Southern question—and it froze,
It was not pretty, but it dil look picturesque.
Then there came, one day, to the New-York
Cnstom House a number of gentlomen of an
inquiring turn of wind, with authonity to
ask questions, and they began to ask the
weighers if  they  weighed,  the  gangers
if they gauged, the mspectors if  they
inspected, and all sorts of ridienlous things of
that sort. At which the weighers who didn't

weigh, and the gaugers who didn’t gauge, and

-

the ingpeetors who didn't inspeet, and all pat-
riots who had been receiving pay for “read-
“ing the newspapers and talking polities™ looked
at each other and said “IHe's earrying this
“ihing too far,” And the lines of the enstom
house smile began to stiffen, Then ecame an
order diseharging the weighers who  didn’t
weigh, and the gaugers who didn't gange, and
the inspeetors who didn’t inspect, and the smile
froze several inches thick. To-day the whole
neighborhood is cooled by it.

The Philadelphia Custom Hounse eontinued
to smile. It wns a smile ot ineredality, mixed
with confidence. Dut the gentlemen who asked
questions went over there and propounded
conundrums.  They found amonz the smiling
pairiots in that institution a naval officer who
owns and edits a couple of newspapers as far
off as Lancaster; a surveyor who is engaged
in the same honorable ealling in Towanda,
Bradford County; a loeal appraiser, who
owns and edits o semi-weekly newspaper
at Westchester, Chester County; a general
Appraiser, engaged in  the clothing busi-
ness an Phitadelphia and New-York; an
examiner who runs a drug store; o cap-
tain of the night watch, who caries on
bnsiness as o butcher, and a daily inspeetor
who keeps a botel,  And the conviction is now
gaining ground in the Philadelphia Custom
Honse that the Administration is “earrying this
“hing too far.” The incredulonsness is fading
ont of the Philadelphia smile, and it too be-
gins to show signs of econgelation. It will
frerze  hard shortly, and  there will  be
another %addition to the Gallery of the
Frozen Smile. It is a very remarkable array.
Al frozen stift with their tongues in their
cheeks, And the President goes right along
without seeming to know that he is doing what
he promised but was not expectod to do, is
sotting up in our eustom houses the most
unique collection of grotesquo statuary that
ever stared a people in the fuee.

THE TN IN SEPTEMBER.

The eoldl weather with whieh September
opened drove townspeople baek in swarms from
the country. Economy, tos, no doubt, has iis
share in shortening the Sammer holidey, What-
ever the canse, the streets are [lling up eaclior
(han usual. The retail trade, which is the
surest gange of the publie pnrse, wig excep-
tionally dull during Angust, when in ordinary
seqsons Westorn enstomers partially supnly the
loss of eity business. Chivagoans, ns well as
New-Yorkers, have fallen npon times which
force them to  wear their old eoats and
take their ease on earpets long off color, The
losson is worth at least as mueh to Americins
as the comfort of new coats and earpets,  When
the hard times are over, there are vory few of
us, whatever our income, who will not have
learned how muech money we used to spend in
show sud Inxury in whieh was neither real
comlort nor beauty, The hard times are not
vet over, by any means.  They will perhaps be
harder than ever this winter, in spiie of the
enormons crops, owing to the fact that pulldic
confidence is shaken in every Kind of invest-
ment by the strikes. The discontented work-
ingman (or the trgnp who represents him) 18
a new clement to be considercd in business
matters, He may break ont any day, hie n
train of gunpowder under gronnd, and is abont
as reasonable and wmunageable,  The small
capitalist is just now mortally afraid of i,
and it is the millions of small eapitalists who
keep in mation the great enrrents of trade,

Our people are gathering home for the Fall
work in a more serious mood than usual,
There is a deep-rooted feeling that worse dan-
gers than bk of money are elose at hand.
Well-to-do ehnreh-going people are roused to
ihe existenco of o class who are not beg-
gnrs, and yet declare themselves to be stary-
ing. They pereeive, for the first timg too,
the existence of eertain behwefs in this cinss
whieh sermons and Sunday-schools do not reach,
Orderly folk, who have boen used  to think
of Communism and bloody-minded Jaeques
ns belonging altogether to the other side of
the water, are unduly astonished at their ap-
pearance in Pittsharg and Ciocinoafi,

The faet is, there is no need of alarn,
gimply Dbeeause the American workingman,
thongh in a havd strait, is peither a French-
man nor a German.  He does noe trouble him-
sell much with vague theories of human equali-
ty. Heisinahard strait, beeanse, when economy
beeame necessary, two years ago, his was the
only class which refused to economize, Mil-
lionaires retrenched; the clerk whose income
was $1,000, brought down his expenses to
7003 but the laborer who earned from $400
to FGOO per aunum, spent every penny of it,
1t is a fact, well known to everybody who has
had dealings with the ignomnt grades of labor-
ers, that they are more extravagant in propor-
tion to their means than any other elass, As
a rule, Johin, who digs, when be has a dollar
in his pocket, buys s choice a ent of meat
with it as the man who pays him for digeing.
Bafore the war he lived on $1 per day.
The conrser grades of tlonr and meat, which
he ate then, are the same pnee now. Men of
more ealture than he are learning to do with-
ont things of far higher value to them than
food. John will learn the same lesson this
Full. We have great faith in his haxd Ameri-
can sense. Ho saw how gigantic a joke the
foreigners’ ery of * brewd or blood ™ was in
St. Louis, with a country in the background
yielding enormons crops, and a vast temitory
waiting for him to till it. John will not turm
permanent Communist or thief, but, when the
Spring comes, will go energetienlly to farming.
In the mean time, let us deal with Lim in the
towns reasonably and justly, How to do this
is the first question for us to settle in Septem-
ber, both as individuals or corporate bodies, -

The latest Sonth American ma ils bring news that
the Peruvian Government has determined to redeem
F3,050,000 of the bonds issned by Henry Meiges in
the prosoention of his rslway enterprises, and thos
to facilitate the completion of oue of the greatest
enmeering works of the age.  Meiggs raised money
by the issue of Bis own notes, which the Government
guarantesd, sl for some time, notwithstanding the
opposition of the foreign bankers, they passod cur-
reut in the ||l‘l|lll:|r‘\' vomnpercial transactions of
Pern, although of late the works have been greatly
interrapted by finenein!  duffieultien.  If  the
present  sclieme  suececd, the  most  remarkable
milway in the world will probably soon be
findshed and one of the richest of all existing silver
wines will be throwing its prodocts npon the mar-
ket, What o carcer that of the South-American
railway King has been! ‘Lhirty odd years ago, he
wus o respectable and rather quiot eitizen ef New-
York, best known, perhaps, as a patron of musioal
socielics, ot a time when such organizations uveeded
o greal deal of eareful nursing. e weat to Cali-
fornin in the catly days of the gold excitement, anl
made o fortune as o lnmber merchant. He had es-
tablishwents in wany parts of the State, and his
hemdguarters in San Francisco, A groat quantity
of heavy planking was used there, mstead of pave-
wents, a8 the city began to grow and the municipal
government issued serip to pay for it Tioo serip bo-
came popular.  The lnmber business got to be one of
the leading intervsts of the city, wind many fortunes
were binlt upon it.  Oune morning in 1854, Mr.
Meiggs wan inissing, Ho had taken advantage of
his position as u member of the muuicipal council to

issne & large amonnt of frandalont, or at least nn.
authorized sorip, and getting into troubls, had
wlkﬂodavuympumhmum
away, loaded a sehooner of his own (taking even the
furniture of his bouss and the ornaments from hig
parlor mantel), gone on board with his family, snd
before the town was awake had dropped down the
bay, and spread sal for Australis, Thete was g
great panie in San Franciseo, and o series of failurey
lasting two years. Meanwhile the fugitive, nnsue.
ceasful in Australia, hod gone penniless to Chill and
thenee to Pern, and whon the world next heard of
him he was a millionvaire at Lima. He improved and
beantified the eity. created a public park and builg
ralronds for the Government, and all that he touchad
prospersd,  In 1860 he had become rich snough to
buy np the ontstanding elaims against him in Calj-
fornia, nf sines then the Leglalature of the Siate
has passed asort of act of oblivion, which will snalie

him to return whenever he pleases,
o ——

The recent appointment and snbseqnent withd raw-
al of Mr. Sloanaker, of wax-works fame, give poing
to the critweisin so often mode in these later days,
that the President s not well served in politiest
matters by those about him. He onght not to be
germitted to full into such incomprehensibly stupid
binuders, This appointiment of Mr. Sloanaker way
simply a thing not to be thought of, As good an il
Insteation of its character as any, is found in the faeg
that the moment the Administration learned what
hiad really been done, the commisston was eancelled,
The eano of George H. Butier was another such, Yot
even Carl Selhinrz sat silent and acqnicscent in the
Cabmet when that appeintmen twas announced, and
was (ain aftorwirds to exense himself on the amaze
ing ground that he didn’t happen to remembor whae
“Gien. Butlor's nephew, tGisorge,” was! The cause of
Cavil ;i--n-im Leform should be more intelligouily
served,

i
Thae death of Mr, Samuel G, Ogden removes from
the paublie serviee a voluahile official, and from soci-
ety an eateetned member of an old an! well-knowy
family. He liad been so long identified with the
Custom House, and had mastored so thoroughly the
dotmls of an lwportant  brawch of ita  wile
munstration, that it came to be almost po
axlom of the Government that Me  Ogden
eottld never be spared.  Collectiors eamo and weut,
Precidents were chosen aod disappearad, thore wers
revolntions in pobities, reforas aod reorgani Vi,
but nobady dreamoed of sppointing a new Awlitor,
Mr, Ogden, in shory, illnsteated in lus own person
the printiples of Civil Seeviee Roform, aud every
obe reaiizes that the public sustains o real loss when
hio is taken avay. He came of a gomd stock, and
inlwritivg a respected nnme e bore it with bonor,

i

The dispatelies toll & varying tale from day to day
concorning the condition of Senator Morton; but the
general dmpression they lesve s Lhat the Heunro's
recovery bs doubifal, sud bos futar  sotivity in pali-
tics impossible, This ts in some reapectan tiisfortane
for the conntry, and i wany s very great puisfors
tune for the Ropublican party. But there is ne
Lope of avertieg the dangers te which it poinis Ly
slmtting enr eyea to them, The probaldlity s
that the Republican wejority  in the
will bo too wenk, in Mr. Mortou's ab e anil Spen.
cor's disaffretion, to withetand any vrmined one
got, DPractically, then, witlidn six months afier his
fnanguration, the Provident w confronied by a hos
bile Congress, nnd polisicians may as well hase their
calewdntions for the foture npon that state of facta

e

The marked approval and Inree sals of the T
sk novels mthe pew standard form, with pugs
about the sige of Harper's Weekly, have induced the
chatige of some of the earlier numbers to the sams
conveniont sige, * Lords and Ladies ™ aud * Good
Luek,” two of the most popular stories in the entire
sertes, hiave been cliangsd to the aew form, asd the
transformation of others is 10 progress, S tie
form now adupted will be continued In futnre nin-
bers of Lhe novels, and is winel mors eonvenient fur
use and preservation, it may be worth whils for pre-
vions readers of the series to obbain them i the new
edition: while o those who kave yet to make the
acquuinianee of these or other Tiinese novels, we
commend all, us by far the brightost and best fiction
published in this cheap form,

g Ll el

The eompetition for voles in the Now-Jorsey Deme
ooratie Convention next week, ia very brisk in the
eity and suburbs of Newark, and, ns a conseqience,
highly speroulative prives are offered for delegntes
In ordinary seasons, 8 delegate, who conld get $23
or #40 bid for himself, 1s considered to have foand a
fair warket, aml delognles lave been known to de
liver themselves at much lower figuress. At this
time, however, they are held to be worth as mach
as able-hodiod substitutes were in the dgys of drait-
ing, and, conmdering the smonnt of eapit Wl invested,
thers are fow moro promising indastries thau beiag
a Demoeiatic delegate from Essex County.

Eenate

POLITICAL NUTES.

The anti-Tilden Domocrats secm to be laying the
fommdations of another sore hoad.

Mr, Cox's confidence appears to be just about one
handred times the dimensions of lis following,

Whero is Mr. David A, Wells's impanding Free-
Trada exelone coseesled at preacut 1 In the sepal
chirerel the FraeTrale Leagne ¥

The abls financiers whoe are clamoring for the res-
toration of the silver dollar to its old place should
remember that it is in the same position now that it
always was—out of eirenlation.

Congressman Goode, of Virginu, has thrown ap
the Speakership contest. e gave np all hope when
he fonund three members of the Virginia delegation
pledzed to Randall. It would be mteresting to
know how Mr. Randall secared  thos pledges
W hieh attitnde on the subsidy question did Le nlﬁu’
them to see

Ex-Gov. Clauberlain says ox-Treasurer Parker
does not tell the trath when he attribntes dishonest
comalnet to him in Sonth Carolina. The fuilore of the
Grand Jury to indiet Mr. Chamberlain gives wls
ditional foree 1o his deniul, while the prompt indict-
ment of Mr. Pavker is not calenlated to help bis side
of a question of veracity.

The prevailing Democratic  despondency s
sottled upon the party in Penunsylvania, too. The
State Committes meets ouly to quarrel and assess
the candidates for money. The party hasu’t an
jsne to its back, or a cent in ifs porekot, and ita
seemingly inoxhanstible _U!lii])l% of wind is failing at
tast. 1t should Le put in its hittle grave, with ua
last word, ** frand,” eograved on its tombstone.

The Oliio Demoerats are bracing up anfMeiently to
rematk in chorns: *Oh, we are so confidont " Fx-
Congressman Walling has carriod the good news to
Washington, aud Chairman Thompson may b exe
peated to burst out shortly with a huglo plm_thnt
Pl rock the whole State like & cradie. Your Uncle
Dick isu’t making any spreches, but ho is domng &
powerful amonnt of hand-shakivg amoug thie faruers
and business wen,

Gen. Toombs is actually m the fisld for the U8
Senate.  His friends say Lis conrse in the Counstiine
tional Convention Liga opened a new carcer for Rrisins
For the ersdit of Georgia, the career ought to be
short, and so conclusive that pelities will never he
burdened with im again,  His course i the cons
vention was simply reckless from beginning to end.
All that is worst in the now Constitution is ta be
eredited to hing, aml none of Ins pat pev wits were
adopted, either. He would do Georghia ai the South
as miel harm in thoe Senste as Mr, Gordon Lias doce
them good, and that is saying s gresl cal,

Thst Wiscousin platform Lears painful piarks of
labor, If there is any member of the party i the
State who is unable to find there his pecalise yiew
of any existing political queston, be must have 8
very original wind,  The Presiden t's polivy seens o -
have been set up on & pole, and a sort of “ elght-

hands-aroand ? perfornmee exeented about it, af-
ter wineh the qu: was kicked over, Itis clatuod us
a trinuph of the friends of the Prosident, bat

like & masterpiece of Daniel Prait, l'uﬂ:

reads
nately, the ticket s gowl u-unu]th 1o push £ 4
form into the buekground sod keep it thre,

Ex-Speaker Sloanhas had s sort of ewildering
experience in State polities.  His excellent
in the Assembly enconraged his frinnds to proposs
hims for the head of the Republican ticket this Fall.
and the proposition was mwaking cousidurable hoade
way, when the remurk was wade by » journal
friendly to Mr, Conkling that Mr, Bloan was Wo f
useful & man to be spared from the l'l.‘_ o3

couseus tw g0 W

and that be would probubly nod




